
MISSION STATEMENT 

 
Bishop McVinney is a Roman Catholic, coeducation, Prek to grade 8 elementary school serving a diverse, urban population.  

We promote and provide opportunities for spiritual, academic, and physical growth in a nurturing environment. We enable students to 
reach their full individual potential affirming and empowering them to be Disciples of Christ.  At Bishop McVinney Regional School, 
we encourage all to live out the Gospel message to build community, promote peacemaking, and inspire leadership and service. 

GOALS 

The educational program of each child, though similar because of a common nature, nevertheless differs according to the 
individual’s needs, personality, and achievement.  The following general goals give an indication of what this school strives to 
accomplish with reference to the children.   

 

SPIRITUAL AND MORAL DEVELOPMENT OF EACH CHILD 

• To encourage the development and growth of a community of people who are bound  together by a common goal 

• To display an attitude of acceptance and respect of each individual person because of their dignity as a person and a child of 
God. 

• To make each child aware of the principles and value of moral life. 

• To witness commitment to Christian values and principles in day-to-day life. 
 

INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF EACH CHILD 

• To develop knowledge and skills in the language arts, social studies, mathematics and sciences. 

• To develop and appreciation for music, art, and literature. 

• To expose the child to situations which challenge their creative potential and to allow the free expression of such creativity. 

• To promote independence and responsibility for intellectual development to each child. 

• To expose each child to the cultural and Christian heritage with which they have been endowed. 
 

PHYSICAL WELL-BEING OF EACH CHILD 

• To provide information concerning good health and safety through regular classroom instruction. 

• To provide a basic physical education program for all children. 

• To provide occasion for physical and social growth of those children whose skills and maturity qualify them for a program of 
competitive sports. 

 

TUITION AND FEES 

In order for the school to operate effectively and maintain high standards, we ask the financial assistance of the parents through   
tuition in addition to parish and diocesan subsidy.  Fundraising is an essential element of school finances.  EVERY FAMILY is 
expected to fully cooperate with this effort and attain their annual $200 fundraising goal. 

Tuition is paid in 10 monthly installments (August-May). 
Parents and guardians are responsibility to pay all school fees in a timely manner and to keep the financial commitment agreed 

upon when registering their children.  Parents will be contacted if payments are 30 days late and a conference with the principal will 
be arranged. 

Financial contracts will be given to every family on the first day of school and must be signed and returned immediately. 
 

 

HEALTH ROOM 

A space is available in the Nurse’s Office for students who are ill and wish to lie down.  A pass from a teacher is necessary.  If a 
student is ill for more than one class period, their parent will be called and the student will be sent home. 

 

MEDICATION 

If it becomes necessary for a student to take any form of medication at school, a signed note from a parent must be presented to 
the office.  All medication will be kept in and dispensed through the main office with a parent or designated adult present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENT-CHILD-SCHOOL DISCIPLINE 

The moral obligation of training children rests first with the parents.  The responsibility of the school is to give extension and 
broadening to parental training.  The teachers in this school are dedicated to finding the best means of guiding and teaching your 
children, and in this way helping you, the parents. 

It is extremely important that a child be thoroughly convinced that his parents stand behind the school and that they will demand 
an accounting of what the child does in school.  Without such an understanding, a child can come to think that home and school are 
unrelated areas of authority and he soon learns to play one against the other.  We can best serve the children by working together, by 
checking out whatever misunderstanding might arise, by supporting one another in all things.  If there is a difference of opinion, that is 
alright.  This is a sign of healthy life.  Do call for an appointment to talk things over.  We can surely come to some understanding 
which will safeguard the child’s respect for all. 

The following actions are prohibited from the Bishop McVinney School Community*** 

1. Carrying or using weapons or instruments designed to do bodily harm while on or off the school grounds.  (4-5-8-9) 
2. Drinking, possessing or being under the influence of alcoholic beverages on school premises.  (4-5-8-9) 
3. Using, furnishing, selling, possession or being under the influence of any narcotic, hallucinogenic or dangerous 

substance.  (4-5-8-9) 
4. Committing an act of defiance, either in language or action, against a teacher or student.      (1-2-3-4) 
5. Forging, falsifying, altering, or illegally possessing school forms, or using forged notes of excuses.  (2-4-5-6-7) 
6. Possessing or using tobacco on or within one block of the school.  (4-5-6-7) 
7. Group or individual truancy (bunking) (4-5-6-7) 
8. Tampering with firefighting equipment or emergency alarm systems.  (4-5-8-9) 
9. Misconduct in class, library, assembly, cafeteria or grounds.  (1-2-3) 
10. Violation of dress regulations.  (1-2) 
11. Fighting, profanity, obscenity, cheating, stealing and gambling.  (2-3-4-5-6-7) 
12. Trading goods (such as tapes or video games) with one another.  (1-2-3-4) 
13. Willfully defacing or damaging school property.  (4-5-6-7) 
14. Selling of anything without the approval of the administration.  (2-3-4) 
15. Leaving class, school or school grounds without permission.  (2-4-5-6-7) 
16. Unexcused tardiness.  (2-3) 
17. Gum, hats, Walkman, tapes, discs, beepers, lasers, video games, cell phones.  (1-2-3) 

Cell phones are to be left in the school office upon arrival at school and may be picked up at the end of the day. 

CONSEQUENCES  

 1.  Teacher/Student conferences   6.  In-house suspension 
        2.  Telephone call home    7.  Out-of-school suspension 
        3.  Detention with 24hr. notice   8.  Expulsion from school 

  4. Referral to Principal    9.  Police notified 
                5.  Parent called to school 

 

DRESS CODE 

The school has a standard uniform and is conscious that the clothing children wear has a bearing on the students’ lives and their 
external conduct.  Parents are asked to cooperate with the school in the flowing guidelines: 

*3 year-old and PreK programs…uniform optional 
 

BOYS: K –Gr. 3     Gr. 4-8 

Dark brown or khaki slacks NO jeans  Dark brown or khaki slacks NO jeans 
Yellow or white shirt, turtleneck or polo shirt               Yellow or white dress shirt and plaid tie 
                                     Black or brown rubber soled shoes or black sneakers 
                                                  Hair; No designs, collar-length     
                                                           No excess jewelry. 
                                                                                   

 

GIRLS:  K-Gr. 3    Gr. 4-8 

Plaid jumper/Khaki jumper   Knee-length plaid skirt/Khaki skirt 
Yellow or white shirt or turtleneck   Yellow or white dress shirt and dark brown vest 
Dark brown or khaki slacks                Dark brown sweater 
Black or brown rubber soled shoes or   Dark brown or khaki slacks   

black sneakers    Black or brown rubber soled shoes or black sneakers 
Dark Brown Sweater    NO excessive jewelry or make-up 
 
 

VIOLENT ACTS 



 

  Threats of violence to any member of our school community in any form including E-mail and Facebook will not be tolerated 
and claiming “I was just joking” is not an acceptable excuse.  Acts of teasing and bullying are not compatible with our peace-making 
mission. 
  

STUDENT ABSENCES, TARDINESS, AND EARLY DISMISSAL 

 

When a student has been unable to attend school, he/she must, upon return to school, present a written note to their teacher 
telling the reason for the absence.  Parents must call the office before 8:30 AM each day their child is absent.  A child coming to 
school late must report to the office before he/she is admitted to class.  Any child in grades 4-8 who receives more than 5 unexcused 
tardy slips will be assigned a half hour detention period.  Parents should make a sincere effort to have their children on time for 
school.  
 More than 20 days absence and/or excessive tardiness in an academic year may result in repeating the grade and/or attending 
summer school. 
 If it is necessary to have your child excused during the school hours, a note should be sent to the Office stating the reason for 
the early dismissal.  Student and guardian must sign out in the School’s office.  It is very important that the children attend classes 
regularly in order not to interrupt their learning. 
 

DAILY SCHEDULE 
Students report to class: 8:00 AM  Classes begin: 8:15 
First Bell:  8:10 AM  Classes end:  2:15 
Dismissal Bell:  2:20 PM 
 

HOMEWORK 

 All children should have 30 minutes to 90 minutes of study time or homework daily.  This does not necessarily have to be 
written work.  Children have word lists, notes from classes, readings or math facts to study.  Please do not accept, without checking 
with the teacher, that a child has no homework consistently.   
 

REPORT PERIODS 

 Report Cards are given each trimester.  Progress reports are issued between report card periods.  Parent-teacher conferences 
are scheduled at the end of the first two trimesters.  However, if at any time you wish to confer with your child’s/children’s teachers, 
you are encouraged to call for an appointment. 
 An honor roll is posted each trimester for those attaining grades which entitles them to First or Second honors.  Awards for 
scholastic achievement are given at the end of the year. 
 

CARE OF BOOKS AND SCHOOL PROPERTY 

 Each student is expected to take proper care of the textbooks and workbooks given to them for their use during the year.  
School desks and other property and equipment are also to be handled with great care. 
 Books should be covered and not written in to damage the books.  Workbooks, with the approval of the teachers, may be 
written in and kept by the pupils. 
 

COURTESY 

Respect and courtesy should be shown to all.  When attending a school or social function the students are expected to conduct 
themselves in a courteous and Christian manner during or after school hours. 

 

SCHOOL VISITORS AND TELEPHONE MESSAGES 

 No parent, unless to perform duty as an aide, may go directly to the classroom during school hours.  Forgotten lunches, 
books, etc. are to be brought to the office and your child will be notified.  Classrooms may not be disturbed.   

Students may not use the office telephone.  Messages will be taken in the school office in case of real necessity.  After-school 
arrangements must be made before the child leaves for school in the morning. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
Students are eligible for Providence School Buses must follow all rules established by the bus drivers and monitors.  Any 

violation of these rules will result in suspension from riding the bus.  
Any student not eligible for bus transportation is expected to arrive and leave school promptly.  
Any deviation from the normal transportation pattern must be requested in writing and approved by the Principal. 
GORDON AVENUE is a designated pedestrian way and only busses and handicapped licensed vehicles will be allowed 

usage.  Please abide by all safety patterns and policies. 

 

 



FIRE DRILLS 

The signal is the repeated ringing of the fire alarm.  QUICKLY, QUIETLY and in an ORDERLY MANNER, students will 
leave by routes indicated in each room.  All doors are to be closed before leaving.  Silence will be observed so that instructions may be 
heard. 

FIELD TRIPS 

Educational field trips are encouraged for all school students.  We are fortunate to be in an area so rich in opportunities.  
Information and permission slips are sent home prior to the planned trip and must be returned to the school at least a day before the 
scheduled trip.  Children who do not return a signed permission slip may not participate.  Cultural and educational programs 
appropriate to the curriculum are the guidelines by which the teachers make their choice of field trips.  Students may be denied this 
privilege if there is a discipline problem. 

PROGRAMS 

Athletic, cultural and academic programs will be highlighted throughout the year.  Extracurricular programs are beneficial to 
the students and deserve parental support. 

BEFORE SCHOOL (6:30 AM-8:00AM) and AFTERSCHOOL (2:30-5:30PM) PROGRAMS are available to all students 
who register for our extended daycare programs.  SUMMER childcare and tutorial programs are also offered.  Our state licensed 
daycare program accepts D.H.S. Child care reimbursement.  FEDERAL BREAKFAST AND LUNCH PROGRAMS run on all school 
days.  Eligibility for free and reduced price service is in accord with state guidelines. 

 

SCHOOL YARD 

Safety is our ultimate concern.  Children are required to remain within the fenced area at all times.  Running and ball paying 
without adult supervision is prohibited. 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 

Emergency information forms are required for each student.  Please notify the office immediately of any changes.  An up-to-
date form will aid the safety of your child. 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

 Parents will receive weather-related information from local radio and RV stations.  Our school follows announcements made 
by the Providence Public School System. 

NOTICES AND CALENDAR 

 Notices, announcements and calendars are sent home with the children frequently.  Children’s book bags should be checked 
daily for “forgotten items”. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

 Parents wishing to celebrate their child’s birthday in school with their classmates are asked to contact the classroom teacher 
well in advance.  Simple treats are best! 
 

COMMUNITY COLLABORATION 

 Our students and staff benefit greatly from our collaborative efforts with: LaSalle Academy,  the Feinstein Foundation, the 
South Providence Public Library, Our sponsoring parishes include St. Michael’s Assumption, St Charles and the Cathedral of Saints 
Peter and Paul.   
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
  



 

Signature Page 

 

Student Name(s)_______________________________________Gr.________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

I (we) have read the Student/Parent handbook. 

 

 

Parent(s) Signature / Date 

 

 

 

Signature                                                                                                      Date 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Signature                                                                                                     Date 

 

 

Please direct any questions or concerns to either: 

 

Mr. Hebert 

Miss Deb 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


